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In no order, we highlight:

A	SBC matters

1 Housing benefit: by unanimous agreement, council has determined that housing benefit will not be reduced as a result of bereavement and disability grants awarded to ex-service men and women. A good decision.

2 Stafford Local Plan – SLP has been abandoned after five years’ work, since change of control at the council. New government guidelines came out at the end of 2023, for producing local plans. South Staffordshire Council and others are progressing with theirs,but causing controversy with a plan for minimum 80 houses between Bednall and Wildwood, which I expect SBC to oppose. Our round of SLP consultations will have to start again.  The council must maintain an annual rate of planning approvals, or developers will move to develop land of their choosing, so this is serious. Just to remind you:
· The council’s strategy until this year was to ‘go for growth’ on the basis that developers would attempt building on unsuitable sites without a ‘masterplan’. 
· Preferred option sites were identified. Our Housing Monitor sets out available housing sites on greenfield and brownfield land, together with information about the percentage of delivery on such lands in recent years -the Authority Monitoring Report.  This includes affordable housing and statistics.
· The council also keeps a Register of Brownfield Land: Brownfield Land Register | Stafford Borough Council (staffordbc.gov.uk).  
· We have no plans to build in the Green Belt.
We will keep in touch with PCs when the new plan is published, which we are still being told by the cabinet member is imminent.  There will be implications for the villages, either those wanting development or trying to curtail it.
3 Green Infrastructure Framework: Aimed at planners and developers, the Green Infrastructure Framework aims to increase the amount of green cover to 40% in urban residential areas. The accompanying Design Guide will support local planning authorities and developers to design and create more nature-rich urban greenspaces. They must now meet mandatory Biodiversity Net Gain requirements which themselves support the development of the Nature Recovery Network, another new requirement on local authorities to develop strategic policies for green infrastructure. SBC will be developing a delivery plan to support the creation and enhancement of new and existing greenspaces, incorporating nature recovery, urban greening, tree cover, green space. Details are awaited.

4 Biodiversity Net Gain. This is the new obligation on developers to incorporate minimum 10% of land for biodiversity into every planning permission. The county Biodiversity Strategy and Local Nature Recovery Strategy sit over the Biodiversity Net Gain requirements. SBC must produce our own local design codes and strengthen our team to respond to the new environmental framework for planning. 

5 Commemorating the 80th Anniversary of D-Day in Victoria Park:

· 1815 -20.50 hrs - entertainment, including marching band, Jazz singer, local choir, local acoustic singers, musicians and poets
· 20.30 - arrival of Armed Forces and civic dignitaries
· 21.00 - 21.15 hrs - National Tribute, the Exhortation, Last Post (followed by 2 minutes Silence), Reveille (this section of the event will be supported by Reverend John Davies, MBE, KStJ and Chairman of The Royal British Legion (Stafford Branch), Lt Col E C Dale OBE)
· 21.15 - Beacon Lighting
· 22.00 event ends.
Alberts Café will be open. It is hoped that a Fish and Chip trader will be in the Park as 6 June is National Fish and Chip Day.  “Vibe 1” radio (formerly Staffordfm) is taking part.  Invitations will be extended to local schools, Scouts and Guides and other organisations. Bring the family.
6	Solar Farms applications: These are major applications, which will always go to planning committee, but we will call them in none the less to articulate views from the communities in particular; always mindful that each application will be dealt with on its merits.  At time of writing, the Hanyards application has been deferred by committee for further information, and no new date yet for it to go back to committee; the Drointon application awaits its day.

B	Amerton Artisans. Congratulations, Eunice Finney and Amerton Farm. Around 40 small local businesses have been brought together in a new space dedicated to nurturing local talent, supporting emerging companies and fostering a sense of community collaboration. The new space will provide a platform for artisans, creatives and entrepreneurs to showcase their unique products and services”.  
So nice to see small local firms given a platform to show off their talents and a chance to promote our rural enterprises.

C 	Cannock Chase National Landscape CCNL (formerly AONB):
 
1	Making Space for Nature: The theme for this year’s conference was nature recovery.  Staffordshire and Stoke councils are preparing a Local Nature Recovery Strategy, and CCNL are beginning the process of reviewing the Management Plan.  Nature recovery will be central to our vision for the Chase for the next 5 years.  The conference reflected on the state of nature in the National Landscape; what we mean by nature recovery; and how we can work in partnership to deliver a better future for nature. Two local presentations were excellent: Jeff Sim from Staffordshire Wildlife Trust on creating corridors for nature and specific grazing initiatives by SWT to restore habitats; and Jamie Burnett, for the National Trust at Shugborough, on their new woodland restoration project.

2	The Cannock Chase Destination Access guide is available as a download here with information on the accessible facilities available at 21 different locations including the visitor centres and cafes. Shugborough Estate and other attractions, trails, nature reserves and car parks are included.. It gives visitors information on accessible leisure activities that can be visited if you have a disability, require assistance with access, adaptable bikes, or a parent and guardian with small children and a buggy. 

3	Defra Farming in Protected Landscapes Fund (FIPL): There is a significant amount of money available for the next three years, for valid farm and land-related projects, large and small, within the radius of the Chase. The link below details some projects that have taken place so far. More will be added as they are completed, so do visit from time to time to see the projects as they progress and share it with anyone who you think may be interested in applying.  Farming in Protected Landscapes - Cannock Chase AONB (cannock-chase.co.uk).  Runs until March 2025 and will fund projects that support nature recovery; mitigate the impacts of climate change; provide opportunities for people to discover; enjoy and understand the landscape and its cultural heritage; support nature-friendly, sustainable farm businesses. Visit the team at the County Show at the end of the month.

4	Cannock Chase National Landscape Sustainable Development Fund is open for applications.  Last chance.  The funding is available to community groups, schools, organisations, and individuals and even if you do not live or work in the National Landscape area you may still be eligible if your project will have a positive impact on the area.   Examples of projects previously funded include:-
· Installation of bird and bat boxes
· Creating wildlife gardens
· Production of information boards, leaflets, and a video
· Wildlife surveys such as using emerging technologies to survey for nightjar and research projects.
· Heritage projects including Lens on the Past
· Providing access to art and eco-therapy to clients with a mental health diagnosis

Applicants are normally expected to contribute at least 25% of total project costs either from their own reserves, other funding sources, or ‘in kind’ contributions such as volunteer time or the loan of premises or equipment.  For smaller grants of £500 or under funding could be given up to 100% of the project costs. 
Email cannockchase@staffordshire.gov.uk with your project idea and they will send the application form to you. For further information on the fund see Funding for your project - Cannock Chase (cannock-chase.co.uk)
The closing date for applications is midnight 11th June 2024 and projects must be completed by 31st March 2025.

D	Village Halls small grants – DEFRA & ACRE. The grant fund has now re-opened to new applicants who wish to undertake smaller projects such as disability access, toilet upgrades and new kitchens. Grant awards of between £2,000 to £5,000, and up to 20 per cent of eligible project costs, are on offer. Project expenditure must take place before 31 March 2025. The fund is expected to stay open until December 2024, however it may be withdrawn before this.
Defibrillators grant for community spaces like town halls, local parks or post offices. The DHSC Community Automated External Defibrillator (CAED) Fund will support provision of 2000 AEDs. These will be distributed across England during 2023-2024, supporting any organisation based in England that is not eligible for the current Department of Education AED programme.  Closing date: 21 September 2024

Let’s hope the floods don’t turn to drought… 
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